
History Scholarship format 2021 
 

Rationale 
Currently, History has one question which assesses an understanding of particular contexts 
and skills, within the framework of one overarching argument. The result, often observed by 
marking panels, is a failure by candidates to adequately address all the set skills. Often, 
candidates analyse a particular context with highly developed knowledge and 
understanding, supporting their response to the question with skilful integration of source 
material. However, the importance of evaluating historical relationships is poorly 
understood. Also, candidates often limit their evaluation of historical evidence and 
narratives to simple description or merely observing, simplistically, that the writer or the 
context has an ideological position that limits reliability. 

The change in format is intended to address these concerns by ensuring that all skills are 
given equal importance in the examination.  The new format will have multiple questions, 
with each question specifically focusing on a particular context and/or skill. Teachers and 
students will be able to direct their preparation for this exam by ensuring that each 
candidate is aware of what context/theme will be examined each year and how each skill 
will be assessed.  

The Outcome Description of History Scholarship states that the student will use knowledge 
of history to communicate a substantiated argument that: 

• critically evaluates historical narratives 

• establishes historical relationships 

• synthesises relevant ideas 

• demonstrates an understanding of the scope of historical contexts 

• establishes valid judgements about the nature of evidence. 

Examination format from 2021 

1. The examination will consist of 3 questions. They will assess the candidate’s ability to: 

• communicate a substantiated argument that evaluates historical relationships such 
as cause and effect, past and present, change and continuity, general and specific, 
patterns and trends and differing perspectives within a particular context.  

• communicate a substantiated argument that evaluates historical narratives and 
establishes valid judgements about the nature of evidence 

• communicate a substantiated argument that demonstrates an understanding of the 
scope of an Aotearoa/ New Zealand historical context  

• integrate their own knowledge and understanding and relevant source material in 
support of their argument 

• construct an argument that is developed with clarity, conciseness and coherence. 

2. Each question will include a variety of resources. These will be used to support the 
candidate’s response to the question.  

3. Each question will be awarded a score of 0-8. 



4. The theme or concept that will shape the questions and sources will change each year.  
The contexts for Questions 1 and 2 will reflect the theme but not necessarily within a 
specific New Zealand context. The context for Question 3 will be directly related to 
Aotearoa/New Zealand. 

Question 1: Evaluation of historical relationships 
The evaluation of historical relationships within a particular context through the 
construction of a substantiated argument. 
 
Candidates will demonstrate an ability to show how historical relationships enable us to 
understand the complexity of past events by constructing a response to a particular 
question. The resulting argument will be substantiated by the integration and synthesis of 
source material and their own knowledge and demonstrate an understanding of the 
importance of historical relationships and the underlying theme or concept. 
 

Question 2: Evaluation of historical evidence and historical narratives 
The evaluation of historical evidence and historical narratives within a particular context 
through the construction of a substantiated argument within an effective written format. 
 
This includes the evaluation of the reliability and usefulness of historical evidence and the 
strengths and limitations of historical narratives in order to demonstrate the ways in which 
historians determine an understanding of past contexts and/or concepts. 
 

Question 3: An Aotearoa/New Zealand context 
The evaluation of a specific event/period/idea within an Aotearoa/New Zealand context 
through the construction of a substantiated argument within an effective written format. 
 
The candidate will analyse and think critically about a key idea relevant to an Aotearoa/New 
Zealand context and demonstrate an ability to construct a substantiated argument. A 
candidate should bring to this question an ability to demonstrate a detailed and convincing 
understanding of the context. 


