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Part A: Commentary 

Overall, candidates related to the topics and the questions well and were able to 
manipulate the passages and texts, using their German knowledge as well as their 
cultural understanding. Commonly, candidates showed a good understanding of all 
passages and texts. 

Candidates need to read the questions carefully to make sure they are answered fully. 
They need to demonstrate their clear understanding of the passages and texts, by 
justifying and backing up their answers with details lifted from the passages and texts. 

Part B: Report on standards 

91548:  Demonstrate understanding of a variety of 
extended spoken German texts 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly: 

• demonstrated some understanding of the spoken passages 
• provided some correct details from the passages 
• named correct examples from the passages. 

Candidates whose work was assessed as Not Achieved commonly: 

• demonstrated little understanding of the spoken passages 
• provided some correct information, but showed some misunderstandings and inconsistencies 
• wrote very short answers that contained few details. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly: 

• demonstrated a clear understanding of the spoken passages and gave relevant information 
• gave a substantial number of correct details 
• gave some justifications for their answers beyond the text surface. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly: 

• justified their answers fully, elaborating on details from the passages 
• generalised concepts and used text detail to develop ideas 
• were able to clearly identify what the questions were asking. 

Standard specific comments 

Some candidates wrote answers that went beyond the text, generalising concepts and 
justifying their answers with detailed information from the listening passages. They 
therefore demonstrated clear understanding. However, some candidates were able to 



generalise and go beyond the text, but did not justify their answers with detailed 
information from the listening passages. 

Candidates who answered in their own words but failed to back up their answer by 
selecting relevant information from the listening passages did not achieve Excellence. 
Candidates who did not provide specific evidence from the text, did not show that they 
had understood the nuances of the language. Some candidates wrote very short answers 
with few details from the listening passages and hence did not do well. 

 

  

  

91551:  Demonstrate understanding of a variety of 
extended written and/or visual German texts 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly: 

• demonstrated understanding of the gist of the texts 
• made meaning of the texts but tended to miss supporting details. 

Candidates who were assessed as Not Achieved commonly: 

• provided incorrect or insufficient information 
• failed to provide details to support their answers. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly: 

• showed clear understanding of the passage supported by text detail 
• demonstrated a good command of vocabulary Levels 1–3 and were, therefore, able to support their answers 

with a substantial number of details. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly: 

• wrote comprehensive, well-organised answers 
• supported their answers well with relevant details from the texts, showing their excellent command of the 

required vocabulary. 

Standard specific comments 

The strongest candidates wrote thorough but succinct and well organised answers, and 
justified them with relevant details from the texts. 

An excellent knowledge of relevant vocabulary is essential, as candidates need to show 
understanding of nuance and meanings that are not obviously stated in the texts. 

Most candidates attempted to support their answers by selecting relevant details from 
the texts. 
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