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Level 3 Agricultural and
Horticultural Science 2017

Standards 91530  91531  91532

Part A: Commentary
The use of resource materials to create variety, provided candidates with the opportunity to show original
and higher order thinking. This helped many candidates access the questions to gain successful results.

It is envisaged that these resource materials will provide a good basis for learning in the classroom, and
will encourage in-depth discussions about the wider issues in the Land-based sector, helping learners
develop skills that will be much needed beyond the classroom.

Part B: Report on standards

91530: Demonstrate understanding of market forces affect supply of
and demand for New Zealand primary products
Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly:

• understood the instructions in the examination paper
• made a good attempt with all three questions, using the primary product studied
• gave descriptions in their responses that lacked detailing.

Candidates who were assessed as Not Achieved commonly:

• wrote incorrect or contradictory information
• chose a primary product which did not have sufficient information to enable them to answer all

aspects of the questions
• wrote generic answers that were not relevant.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly:

• included specific details, which demonstrated a clear understanding of the questions
• provided supporting details for volume or price, often in the form of figures that were current and

relevant
• wrote full answers typically using most of the space provided.
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Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly:

• wrote full answers for all questions that showed good planning as they were organised, in logical
order and had good structure

• provided a well-developed argument that was convincing, showing they had a good understanding
of what was being assessed.

Standard specific comments:

In question three, some candidates spent a lot of time rewriting the resources, incorporating very little
of their own information.

Many candidates chose primary products that allowed them to access the questions more readily.

Candidates must ensure they respond to the question in the examination paper, and not rewrite
information, as the information they write may not be relevant to the question.

91531: Demonstrate understanding of how the production process
meets market requirements for a New Zealand primary product(s)
Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly:

• understood the essential management practices
• provided general information on the specific attributes desired by consumers
• described market requirements but did not explain why the market had these requirements
• provided general descriptions on how management practices impacted on a producer’s ability to

supply the specific attributes desired by the consumer
• linked an aspect of market requirement to the production process
• understood the term market requirements and how they related to their product.

Candidates who were assessed as Not Achieved commonly:

• provided very little or no information about the specific attributes desired by consumers
• only gave a partial explanation of the effect of a management practice on the specific attributes

desired by consumers for their chosen product
• failed to link management practices with a market and its requirements.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly:

• describedspecific attributes including relevant details or through use of data analysis
• included well-linked explanations of the relevant production processes that have an impact on the

desired attributes.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly:

• described desired attributes and, gave specific details or through thorough use of data analysis
• included well-linked explanations of different relevant production processes that influenced the

attributes desired by consumers.

 Standard specific comments

A detailed knowledge of specific attributes desiredby the consumer are fundamental for the chosen
primary product.
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Linking the market requirements and management practices is the requirement of this standard.

Candidates who had been on field trips and used this information, including quotes and data from
farmers or orchardists, generally achieved very good results.

91532:  Analyse a New Zealand primary production environmental
issue

Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly:

• included sufficient accuracy in relation to the question
• offered a solution, but did not have enough data for a sound justification
• identified a potential environmental issue and why this was an issue
• used information that was irrelevant and outdated
• did not explain clearly how their course of action worked.

Candidates who were assessed as Not Achieved commonly:

• did not answer the question as they clearly did not offer a solution
• did not have relevant data
• responded with outdated information and / or data from previous examinations
• did not include any production system.

 Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly:

• explained a potential environmental issue and why it was an issue
• gave relevant solutions for addressing an environmental issue
• did not have sufficient depth with their justifications to convince that their solution was the way

forward.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly:

• had accurate facts and figures relevant to the question
• justified clearly their solutions, including specific quotes from industry experts.

Standard specific comments

Schools are developing a good understanding of the requirements of this standard.
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