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Standards 90868  90871  

Part A: Commentary
Candidates who demonstrated clear and thorough understanding selected relevant information from
the texts to answer both standards.  These candidates prioritised this knowledge derived from the texts
to answer questions, and provided direct examples. They tended to avoid stereotypical responses to
cultural aspects of the texts, focussing instead on the individuals and situations described.

Successful candidates used relevant information selected from the texts to justify their own explanations
or viewpoints.   They took the opportunities offered to explore the implications and conclusions that
could be drawn from the texts and backed up their opinions. Answers made up predominantly of direct
translation or information based on guessing were not successful.

Part B: Report on standards

90868:  Demonstrate understanding of a variety of spoken Chinese
texts on areas of most immediate relevance
Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly:

• answered with a few correct facts from the listening passages
• extracted key words from the text, but had limited understanding of them
• provided basic answers without evaluation or explanation supported by evidence from the text
• gave answers that showed an inconsistent use of detail.

 Candidates who were assessed as Not Achieved commonly:

• wrote little or nothing in the listening boxes
• did not use evidence from the texts
• provided inaccurate information
• demonstrated limited awareness of vocabulary.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly:

• answered with mostly correct facts from the listening passages
• provided detailed information and evidence from the texts
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• provided some evidence showing clear understanding and drew some conclusions based on the
passages.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly:

• answered with correct facts drawn from the texts
• drew conclusions and inferences from the material
• supported answers with evidence
• drew out subtle detail and nuance
• demonstrated intercultural knowledge to offer points of contrast and comparison.

Standard specific comments

Data drawn from the standard suggests that many native speakers of Chinese could demonstrate clear
understanding of the texts through translation, but struggled to provide inferences and the implied
meanings embedded in each text.

This was the first year that the questions were in English only.  A very small number of students failed to
understand the questions correctly, but the change has not had a significant impact on most candidates’
ability to achieve well.

90871: Demonstrate understanding of a variety of Chinese texts on
areas of most immediate relevance
Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly:

• showed some understanding of the texts and could extract key words in their answers
• provided basic answers without evaluation or explanation
• gave answers that showed an inconsistent use of detail.

Candidates who were assessed as Not Achieved commonly:

• wrote very short answers and included inaccurate information
• provided single words from the texts
• misinterpreted key words with their own understanding based on cultural knowledge
• failed to demonstrate basic understanding across the texts.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly:

• demonstrated clear understanding of the texts and extracted detail
• provided some conclusions based on clear understanding of ideas within the texts
• described main ideas and concepts clearly and commented on these within the scope of the texts.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly:

• demonstrated wide-ranging understanding with supporting evidence drawn from the texts
• drew accurate conclusions based on fully integrated comprehensive evidence from the passage
• demonstrated critical thinking or communicated some implied meaning.

Standard specific comments
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Candidates who drew out and explained the underlying meanings in the texts, using the questions as
springboards for discussion, were successful.
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