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Standards 91543  91546

Part A: Commentary
Successful candidates were challenged to summarise or draw inferences or conclusions from these Level
Three examinations, while justifying their responses with evidence from the text. It is important that
candidates do not rely on their own opinions to answer questions, but ensure that they interpret the
evidence in the texts before them.

Very few candidates answered in French - less than 1% - but those who did, did not satisfy the markers
that they were able to make a more sophisticated analysis of the information.

Candidates should be aware that, at Level 3, they may be expected to make “informed guesses about
unfamiliar words using context and prior knowledge.”

Candidates are encouraged to revise Level 1 and 2 vocabularies as well as the appropriate level and to
be aware when words have multiple meanings.

Part B: Report on standards

91543:  Demonstrate understanding of a variety of extended spoken
French texts
Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly:

• made some notes in the Listening Notes boxes
• understood the basic information given in the listening passages
• made meaning of the passage but tended to miss supporting details
• attempted to write full sentence answers.

Candidates who were assessed as Not Achieved commonly:

• made little use of the Listening Notes boxes
• showed incomplete understanding of the information in the listening passages
• had gaps in their vocabulary knowledge, including numbers
• misread or misinterpreted questions
• wrote very brief answers
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• made up information not based on the text.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly:

• made good use of the Listening Notes boxes
• showed a detailed, logical understanding of the information in the listening passages
• demonstrated a broad knowledge of the vocabulary at Levels 1-3
• selected information relevant to the question
• generally expressed their answers in full sentences
• did not record irrelevant fact or opinion.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly:

• made extensive use of the Listening Notes boxes
• showed understanding of more complex vocabulary and structures
• understood all, or almost all, the information and could synthesise this
• wrote complete answers which were clear, concise and non-repetitive
• provided well-justified conclusions and inferences.

Standard specific comments

Candidates are encouraged to make full use of the Listening Notes boxes to gather information and
evidence before attempting the answers. This is the best way to ensure their response is complete and
unambiguous.

Successful candidates were aware of multiple meanings of words: ville = city, town; jusqu’à = until, as
far as, up to; s’installer = to settle, install, set up, become established; profiter de = to benefit from,
take advantage of, profit from, make the most of.

Also, some inconsistencies in English affected understanding of the candidates’ intention. Common
errors were: emerse (for immerse); immerge (for emerge); imminent (for eminent - or vice versa);
obligated (for obliged).

Candidates benefitted from proficient summarising of material and the ability to synthesise a lot of detail
into brief descriptors, supported by evidence from the text.

91546:  Demonstrate understanding of a variety of extended written
and/or visual French texts
Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly:

• wrote quite brief answers and omitted finer details of information
• went beyond the scope of the question or misinterpreted it at times
• included extraneous information or personal opinion not justified by the text
• had a basic command of Levels 1-3 vocabulary and common language structures.

Candidates who were assessed as Not Achieved commonly:

• showed they had not made meaning of the text as a whole
• wrote very brief answers which omitted key points
• showed understanding of some lexical items but were unable to convert this to a coherent answer
• created information which was not in the text
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• displayed limited knowledge of Levels 1-3 vocabulary and language structures.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly:

• showed sound understanding of the texts overall
• selected most of the relevant finer details of information
• had a broad knowledge of the vocabulary and structures to Level 3
• resorted to translation at times
• demonstrated the ability to summarise and, sometimes, draw inferences or conclusions using

evidence in the text.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly:

• demonstrated a thorough understanding of the text by including detailed information
• showed the ability to make sensible, informed guesses from context
• focused their responses on the question
• showed deeper understanding of the texts by drawing inferences or conclusions which were justified

by the texts
• gave the impression of having proofread their responses.

Standard specific comments

Successful candidates engaged with the themes of the texts which reflected the wide range of issues
covered in Level 3 French courses; social issues (work, study), the environment, and technology.

Most candidates coped well with the extended nature of the texts and wrote carefully about what
conclusions to draw from the evidence before them.
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