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Assessment Report
Level 1 German 2017

Standards 90883  90886

Part A: Commentary
Candidates who achieved demonstrated sound knowledge of Level 1 vocabulary and showed good
recognition of the basic, familiar vocabulary in both the spoken and written texts. Those who performed
better understood the finer details of the language used, read the questions carefully, referred closely
to the texts and selected relevant information to support their answers. The best answers addressed
the questions well and were concise and controlled, with sufficient detail embedded to show thorough
understanding.

Candidates answering in German are reminded to avoid repeating directly from the texts; to use their
own words and to justify their opinions and inferences.

Some handwriting was difficult to read and some candidates did not proofread their answers, leaving
unintended errors. Candidates are encouraged to make full use of the time available for these standards.

Part B: Report on standards

90883:  Demonstrate understanding of a variety of spoken German
texts on areas of most immediate relevance
Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly:

• understood the gist of the passage
• wrote brief answers with limited supporting detail
• showed understanding of the basic information in the passage but lacked vocabulary to develop

responses.

Candidates who were assessed as Not Achieved commonly:

• wrote answers based on their own knowledge or the picture in the examination paper, rather than
on what they had heard

• had poor knowledge of basic vocabulary
• wrote very brief answers.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly:

• attempted all parts of the questions
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• supported their answers with some relevant details
• showed developed thought
• lacked enough knowledge of Level 1 vocabulary to provide the finer details.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly:

• demonstrated a full understanding of the text
• provided substantially detailed responses to the questions
• answered fully all parts of each question.

Standard specific comments

Many candidates used the questions available to demonstrate the extent of their knowledge of the
language and their ability to respond to it.

90886:  Demonstrate understanding of a variety of German texts on
areas of most immediate relevance
Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly:

• understood the gist of the text and could convey the general meaning but missed some detail
• had difficulty with some lexical items and phrases
• wrote shorter answers in all parts of the questions
• provided only some or limited supporting detail from the text.

Candidates who were assessed as Not Achieved commonly:

• showed vague or only partial understanding of the text
• misread some basic vocabulary
• jumped to conclusions by referring to the pictures
• wrote very brief answers.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly:

• included accurate details
• showed some insight
• justified their inferences and choices reasonably well with reference to the text.

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly:

• demonstrated understanding of the finer details of the texts
• showed thorough knowledge of vocabulary and aspects of grammar such as tenses and the

comparative form
• expanded sensibly on information in the texts
• wrote articulate, considered responses
• integrated ample evidence from the text into their answers.

Standard specific comments

The first two passages provided a familiar context and candidates responded well, often with long
answers. The third passage presented a new context but the vocabulary, other than that glossed, was
familiar and most candidates who had secure vocabulary knowledge made sense of the text.
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Candidates are encouraged to read all parts of the questions carefully, select what information should
go where and plan their answers so that they do not repeat themselves.
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