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The geographic issue relates to a coastal high-rise development. 
 
Viewpoints 
 
The environmentalist Theresa Green is against the development of high rise building along 
Charters Beach because she believes it will seriously affect the natural environment and 
beach ecosystem. She strongly values the natural environment…many different life forms 
rely on the ecosystem in the dunes along the foreshore such as plants, bird and insect life. 
Green states that “the development will come at the cost of the natural environment which 
cannot be recreated”. She stresses that changing one part of this ecosystem will create a 
chain effect which will ultimately destroy it. For example, the highly endangered Katipo spider 
is at risk because it needs an environment on the sand dunes that contains drift wood and 
other specific vegetation. She says “having high-rise apartment blocks and increasing 
population densities in the area is just going to create more disturbances for this highly 
endangered native spider”. It can be seen from this quote that Green is concerned that the 
interaction between increasing population densities as a consequence of the development of 
the high rise apartment blocks will have a significant impact on this spider… As well as the 
Katipo, many other insect species inhabit this ecosystem e.g. moth Ericodesma aerodana … 
Green is also concerned about the actual dune system of Charters Beach, “these sand 
dunes provide the important function of providing protection from tsunami and stopping wind 
borne sand blowing into properties on Marine Parade”. … The increasing population 
including people and dogs could damage the dunes by harming the vegetation that stabilises 
them. Plants such as sand primelea, tussock, sea spurge and pingao will not survive being 
constantly trampled on and without them the sand dunes will change rapidly. 
Green says “I can’t support this development at such a high cost to our beautiful coastal 
habitat.” She is against the development because the developers are more interested in the 
economic gains to be made with no consideration for the fragile ecosystem of the beach   
area. This viewpoint provides an environmental perspective which clashes with the economic 
perspective of the developers… 
 
Recommendation 
From the three possible options, we can conclude that the best course of action is to build a 
high-rise development along the waterfront. Two very convincing arguments for this option 
are…  
The main issue with this option is the harm done to the sand dune habitat…but this can be 
controlled by using paths to the beach etc.  
Another favourable course of action is to focus on developing an arts and crafts heritage 
area. This also has clear economic advantages, but these are not as strong as with the high-
rise option and its expected impact on the Marine Parade shopping area… Arts and crafts   
could be incorporated into the development for option 1. The second option would not have 
the future potential for growth of this area and is a narrow focus because… 
 
 


