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Which research question is the information 
gathered relevant to?  
 
Question 2: What are peoples points of view abut 
freedom camping? 
Question 3: What social actions have people taken 
on the issue of freedom camping? 

Primary or Secondary source of information  
 

Under the Freedom Camping Act 2011 Act, freedom camping is considered to be a permitted activity 
everywhere in a local authority (or Department of Conservation Area (DOC)) area, except at those 
sites where it is specifically prohibited or restricted. The Act allows Council to adopt a bylaw to restrict 
or prohibit camping. Many local authorities have introduced bylaws in response to complaints made 
from the public about some of the sites being left in a mess, damaged, vandalised or over utilised.  
                                                                                                                   
The Christchurch City Council is pleased with the introduction of the bylaws within its city. The bylaw 
banned all non-self contained freedom camping throughout the district, including Banks Peninsula, but 
allowed certified self-contained freedom camping without a time restriction in rural zones. 
Christchurch City Council Chief Executive Karleen Edwards said the Council’s compliance and 
investigation team had been conducting daily freedom camping monitoring inspections since the bylaw 
came into effect and have issued a total of 66 infringement notices. “There has been a noticeable 
reduction in the number of complaints received in relation to freedom camping. The number of non-
compliant campers to date is approximately half compared with the same period last year,’’ Dr 
Edwards said. 

 
Summary of information: 
 
This information is about what councils have done to combat the freedom camping issue. Councils have 
put in place by-laws to restrict freedom campers in certain areas in their cities.  
 
Points of view obtained from the source 
The Christchurch City Council believes that there 
has been a reduction in the complaints in relation 
to freedom camping because of the bylaws being 
put in place.  

Information about actions taken by the 
groups/individuals 
The Christchurch City Council introduced a bylaw 
throughout the Christchurch are including banks 
peninsula which banned non-self contained vehicles 
from camping in freedom camping spots. This was 
designed to help prevent mess and over utilisation 
of the spots from freedom campers.  

Ethical procedures followed 
Information was from the council site itself so it is 
likely to be reputable. I checked it against a NZ 
Herald article which essentially gave the same 
information 

 

 




