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Controversy over Maori street name 
By Andre Chumko | May 24, 2017 

Lower Hutt residents are split over a decision to name a new street in the suburb of 
Maungaraki after the Maori name for New Zealand’s native falcon – Karearea. 

A Hutt City Council city development committee decided earlier this month to name 
the new private street Karearea Lane over alternatives which included Falcon Lane 
and Camel Hump Lane.  

The carriageway is part of Otamarau Grove in Maungaraki and has five properties, 
including three private residences and two council reserves. Development of a 
former property on the street would create three new residential properties, meaning the 
carriageway, which would have eight properties, would become a private lane. 

Otamarau Grove resident Ben x, whose house was on the new lane, told the 
committee the Maori name was problematic. “Having too many names that are 
difficult for an everyday person to remember or be able to even write down can be 
problematic. At the moment we live on Otamarau Grove, a very nice name, which 
is in Maungaraki. If I was to have a courier deliver us a parcel at the moment it’s 
rather difficult. It’s nothing against a Maori name, it’s just being practical.”  

Despite the plea, the committee unanimously approved Karearea. 

Otamarau Grove resident , whose house was also on the new street, said he 
and his wife  were pleased with the decision. “Every country has got a falcon. 
You can have Falcon Lane anywhere in the world but our bush falcon is a bit special 
and unique to New Zealand.”  said he had been living in Maungaraki for 17 
years and submitted Karearea Lane as a potential name to council as he had 
falcons living near his house. “This year they had a young fledgling. Most days if 
you’re at home you’ll either see them or hear them. They’re an important member of 
the neighbourhood.” 

Wainuomata ward councillor Josh Briggs, who sat in on the committee, said the 
indigenous name was the appropriate decision. “If the rationale for naming a street after 
an indigenous bird is because it’s the natural feature then you should be using the 

 believes it is impractical to 
have a name change and he 
also believes there are already 
Maori names as the Grove has a 
Maori name.  

 believes it is great to have 
a name change. He thinks the 
Maori names are unique to NZ 
and should be used.  

Josh believes that it is 
important to use the correct 
words and that companies who 
deliver to customers on Maori 
named streets will be response 
to the changes.  
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