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Scholarship 2020
Art History

2.00 p.m. Thursday 3 December 2020 
Time allowed: Three hours 

Total score: 24

QUESTION BOOKLET

There are three sections in this booklet. Answer ONE question from EACH section.

Write your answers in Answer Booklet 93301A.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 and 3 in the correct order and that neither of these pages is blank.

YOU MAY KEEP THIS BOOKLET AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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INSTRUCTIONS

Answer THREE questions: ONE question from Section A and ONE from Section B, AND the 
compulsory question in Section C.

You may refer to art works and ideas from a wide range of art historical contexts. 
Support your answers with detailed visual analysis of specific art works.
Refer to different art works in each of your answers.

Note
The terms ‘art’ and ‘art works’ are all-encompassing. They include, for example: architecture, 
sculpture, multimedia, photography, prints, painting, drawing, installation art, performance art, fabric 
arts, and ceramics.

SECTION A 

Answer ONE question from this section.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE 

Every art work carries the distinct mark of an individual.
Justify or refute this statement with detailed reference to specific art works.

OR: QUESTION TWO

It is impossible to understand an art work without knowing the society it comes from.
Discuss this statement with detailed reference to specific art works.

OR: QUESTION THREE

Nothing in art is original.
Justify or refute this statement with detailed reference to specific art works.

SECTION B

Answer ONE question from this section.

EITHER: QUESTION FOUR 

The viewer completes the art work.
Discuss this statement with detailed reference to specific art works.

OR: QUESTION FIVE

Is art still relevant?
Discuss this question with detailed reference to specific art works.

OR: QUESTION SIX

Art expresses things that we should not remain silent about.
Discuss this statement with detailed reference to specific art works.
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SECTION C

QUESTION SEVEN (compulsory)

Read the following text derived from Mary Acton’s Learning to Look at Paintings.
•  Explain the ideas in Acton’s text about art and its purpose.
•  Discuss the main ideas with reference to specific art works.

Should a painting (or any work of art) convey a message or exist simply for pleasure and 
enjoyment?  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

emember that 
a picture, before it is a war horse, a naked woman, or some anecdote, is essentially a flat 
surface covered with colours arranged in a certain order.

Mary Acton, Learning to Look at Paintings (Abingdon: Routledge, 2009), pp. 158–9 (adapted)

3



9
3

3
0

1
Q




